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Office Action Summary 



GOEBBEL ET AL. 



Da vid E. Gallis - - 

- The HAILING DATE of Ws — **. appear* on <n. cover sheet Hi me °»^»»" ' 

Pe TsHORTENE D STATUTORY PER,OD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE S MONTH.S, OR THIRTY (30) DAYS. 

after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

. RffiS for reply is specified above the (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 704(b). 

Status 

Responsive to communication(s) filed on ?1 January 2005 . 
n \n tkic crtinn k FINAL 2b)ISI This action is non-final. 

2 □ Toe is in condition for allowance except for fonna, manors pnasecu.cn » .0 .he me* ,s 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle. 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 21 3. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) E3 Claim(s) 12-31 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) B rhim(-) 1*11 ™ ?fi?7 29 and 31 is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim(s) 1JJ7J&23M28 and 30 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) G The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 
,0 □ The drawing, nled on is/are: a)D accepted or b D objected to by 

Appilcan, may no, request that any obJe*n to the drawing(s) be held ,n abeyance Sea 37 CFR 1 .85(. . 
placemen, drawing sheet( S ) inctudinr, me canecbon is required « the drawings »b,ec. d to. See 37 CFR 1121(d). 
, 1D The oath or declaration is objected to by ma Examiner. Note (he attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)8 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
aM AH b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 E Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2 □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 

1 — 1 ..... x_ i rAooi\/orl in th 



2 1 ceniTiea copies oi me h< wwM,,,w " . . . CforiQ 

3D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 12 through 31 are pending. Claims 1 through 11 have been cancelled. 
Applicant's claim to prioety of Germany 102 34 448.5 filed July 29, 2002 is 
acknowledged. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 19 and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
incomplete for omitting essential elements, such omission amounting to a gap between 
the elements. See MPEP § 2172.01 . The omitted elements are: the "device" by means 
of which the reaction mixture is uniformly distributed. Said "device" is an essential 
element who's description and/or mode of operation is not described. 

4. Claims 13, 23, and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. In each of claims 13, 23, and 30, Applicant 
recites the limitation that "a fixed-bed reactor is used as tube reactor in step (Hi)." Since 
many different reactor designs are fixed-bed types regardless of their geometries, the 
limitation can be interpreted as any fixed-bed reactor may be substituted for the tube 
reactor. It is suggested that the limitation be amended to read "a fixed-bed tube reactor 
is used as the tube reactor in step (Hi). " or "a fixed-bed tube reactor is used as the 
reactor in step (Hi)." 
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5. Claims 17 and 26 recite the limitation "...a previously defined threshold..." in 
each claim. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this threshold limitation in the 
claims from which they depend. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to David E. Gallis whose telephone number is 571-272- 
9068. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 7:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Janet Andres can be reached on 571-272-1600. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



David E. Gallis 
Patent Examiner 




